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On the present form, the Xmas fest- 
ivities will be over the the time you 
read this page. I hope that all the 
subtle hints as to what was needed on 
the layout paid off, and that Father 
Christmas delivered the goods. 

Over the past few years, there have 
been no entries from interstate for the 
Association's modelling competitions. 
This has largely been due to the prob- 
lem of safe transport. As a new ap- 
proach to the matter, we have decided 
to extend the closing date to coincide 
with the NSW Branch Exhibition in Oc- 
tober. We always have a group of in- 
terstate visitors, and hopefully they 
would be entrusted to bring along any 
entries, and then return with same at 
the conclusion of their visit. The 
models would be placed in a_ showcase 
and be on view to all the customers. 

Here are the various categories of 
the competition: 
TIM DUNLOP CUP: Scratch built  loco- 
motive - steam, die- 
sal electric or elec- 
ay & 4 
Kit built locomotive 
Scratch built pass- 
enger stock 


FEDERAL TROPHY: 
NSW BRANCH CUP: 


KEITH WILCOX Scratch built goods 
CUP: stock 
VIC BRANCH Kit: thee Te rolling 
TROPHY: stock 


CANDEMAH CUP: Lineside structure 

These do give wide scope for model- 
lers, so how about making up your mind 
and making a _ start right now on an 
entry for October 1979? 

I was fortunate enough to be able to 
attend every A.M.R.A. exhibition in 
Australia dueing 1978, and must congr- 
atulate all. concerned on the standard 
of all the shows. One thing was app- 
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arent, what is lacking everywhere is an 
utopian hall with plenty of space, good 


lighting and adequate back up facil- 
ities.such as parking, ease of entry 
for exhibits and feeding room. The 


last being quite important, especially 
for those spending the whole time at 
the exhibition. 

In regard to the latter, itis about 
time that certain people realised the 
impossibility of providing meals for 
all the exhibitors at the Sydney Exhi- 
bition. The few women who volunteer 
to work in the kitchen are flat out to 
cope with the existing load, and it is 
very disheartening to hear these ill 
considered complaints at the post ex- 
hibition meeting. 

The range of equipment available to 
the modeller is still expanding, but 
because of demand or shipping problems, 
are in limited supply in some areas of 
this country. Production of local 
prorotype models varies, which is un- 
derstandable because of the limited runs 
of any one type. What a different 
story it would be if one could set up 
for a 5000 run knowing that they would 
all sell. I wonder if that time will 
ever come? 


Perhaps it will when R.O.A. pro- 
duce a standard vehicle that every mod- 
eller will want several of. Something > 
along the lines of the Lima 44, which 
can be seen ambling around on layouts 
the length and breadth of Australia, 

It was strange that after I had re- 
ceived somany enquiries about the non- 
arrival of issue 109, and having given 
the assurance that it would eventually 
be produced, that when it finally was 
posted, I had such a remarkable reac- 
tion. It has been said on many occas- 
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ions that the Public's memory is very of modelling for you in the future, to 
short. compensate in some way for the time 
There will be some changes on the given to publishing the Journal over 
C.O.M. this year with some new faces the last four years. From the C.0O.M. 
appearing. We also have a new Pub- our thanks. 
lisher. Maurie McKinnon has retired A happy year for 1979, is the wish 
and moved to Echuca to enjoy his re- of the C.O.M. to you all, and may the 
tirement from work. We wish you. well problems of 1978 be behind us. 


in your new surroundings Maurie, and 


hope that there will bemany happy hours 
BKK KIKI KEKE KEE EKER EK KERR ER EKER AE 


N.S.W. BRANCH EXHIBITION 


Norm Read 


A.M.R.A. NSW BRANCH, 1978 EXHIBITION Stand 3 The 3 mm Society 
A small 3mmscale TT layout was run- 
WESCO MAZDA PAVILLION, RAS SHOWGROUND ning well. New members are wanted, 


contact 047 51 2485. 


> Photos by Jack Parker and Rex Little 


Stand 11 A.M.R.A. NSW Branch 

A.M.R.A's. Tickhole Tunnell diorama 
style layout was running, featuring 
working semaphore signals. 


E Mullett displayed this TT layout and 
rolling stock on Stand 3. 


Stand 24 Colin Everitt 

This stand featured a 3 circuit 8 
feet by 16 feet L.G.B. gauge 1 layout, 
with 14 engines and 60 carriages. 


A 38 and a 32 cross on the Tickhole 
Tunnel layout. Stand. 1h Stand 24 
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Stands 20 & 21 Prospect Model 
Railway Club 
Stand 15 Peter Betts Iwo layouts were displayed. The 


Peter Betts and the North Shore Fine 
Scale Group, demonstrated modelling 
techniques. These included lining 
model coaches, building construction, 
rolling stock construction, and demon- 


strated some very fine handbuilt models 
of English locomotives. 


larger of the two won the Hornby Trophy 
and the Most Popular Layout Award. 
U.S.A. prototype was featured on both 
layouts and drew large crowds. 


Peter Betts, Stand 15 (Stand 16 in 
background ) 


A scene on the Prospect MRC Layout. 
Stand 20 


North Shore Fine Scale Group's locos 


Prospect MRC. Stands 20 & 21 
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Stand 6 . Arthur Sherwood Stand 31 Sydney N Gauge MRC 

Arthur's 1:240 scale English village This stand showed a 20 foot by 15 
style layout was running well, and also foot N gauge layout, U.S.A. prototype. 
1:240 scale live steam locos were dem- This layout was a composite of members’ 
onstrated on a circular track. layouts connected by sceniced sections. 


At the roundhouse on one of the sec- 
tions of the Sydney N Gauge M.R.C. lay- 
Out: Stand: 31 


A close up of Arthur Sherwood's 1: 240 
scale, two rail electric layout. Stand 
6, Sydney Exhibition 1978. 


Stand 4 Fantastic Toy and Model Shop 

A comprehensive range of train sets 
and kits were on sale here, including 
the Wrenn range of locos. 


While Arthur operates the live steam in : — — __ 
the background, his wife operates the Stand 4 Only Captain Fantastic and 
layout. Stand 6 | the crowd is missing as the stand is 


set up. 
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Rod Caldecott 


Stand 25 


Stand 30 Email - Marklin 
eet. range of trains were dis- Rod displayed a Triang/Hornby 9 feet 
played on an 8 foot by 8 foot layout. by 5 feet layout with plenty of action. 


Nine trains were running automatically 
controlled. 


Rod Caldecott's layout. Stand 25 
Stand 9 Australian Model Craft 


AMC displayed their range of import- 
ed and local model railway equipment. 


Part of Email's Marklin. Stand 30 


Stand 26 Kevin Brown 

Kevin Brown's NSWR HO layout, feat- 
uring models of Mount York and Knap- 
sack stations, was running well. This 
layout wonthe Best Private Stand Award. 


The Commonwealth Model Tramway Group 
had a 1:16 scale tram layout running 
with models of Sydney Trams (and even a 
couple of foreign ones from other States) 
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A scene on Kevin Brown's layout. 


Sed 2G The Commonwealth Model Tramway Group, 


1:16 Model Trams. Stand 8 
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Ss B 's Hobbi 
tand a ere ae sheet leg Stand 17 Punchbowl Hobby Centre 
On display here were Berg's brass ke : 

lei am Australia's first Drive-in Hobby 
eee are atti ae Stocks) end: Me Pee ene aaa ‘an imaginative display of 

; y 
lian prototype kits. Friedmont -MRC Model Railway equipment. This stand 


demonstrated their range of kits ona 
won the B 
eighteen by four foot HO-lavout. n the Best Commercial Stand Award. 


USTRALIA’ S 
a 


bond CE 


Stand 5 Model Traction Association 
\ 

A six foot by two foot HO scale tram 
layout showed trams running through a 
Townscape, and a 1 scale tramway witha 
run of about twenty feet displayed work- 
ing tram models. 


Stand 17 The Punchbowl Hobby Centre 


The Model Traction Association showed 
both HO and 1 scale Trams on Stand 5. 


Stand 19 Australian Railway 
Historical Society 

A range of the Society's magazines, 

» books and recordings were on sale. 


Stand 17 A diorama on the Punchbowl 
Hobby Centre display, with models in 
Gauge 1 and Z gauge combined. 


Perlis i's Stand 19 
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Stand 12 Strathfield-Burwood MRC 

A small Hornby layout was’ running 
well, and a very nice model of a work- 
shop facility in HOn3 was displayed. 


Stand 12 


Stand 18 Southern Cross Model The HOn3 workshop facility. 
Railway Association ~~ “Jj = 


An On2% narrow gauge layout and an 
HO Swiss electric railway layout was 
running. The AMRM magazine and back 
numbers were on sale. 


Stand 13 Platform 3 
A good range of local and imported 
kits and train sets were on sale. 


Stand 23 Norm Read and Col Shepherd 
Norm Read and Col Shepherd's O gauge 


layout needs no introduction. This 

. mt de | famous layout was running as well as 
Stand 29 W J and M Webb ever. The trains ranged from models 
The Webb's large range of equipment of the first (1855) Sydney - Parramatta 
included Fleischmann, Marklin, Volma, train to the latest container express. 


Hag and locomotion. 


Stand 10 The NSW Model Railway Club Sx 

The NSW MRC ran their well known lay- Oe A 
out featuring coal loading anda typical 
NSW station. 


Norm supervises operations at the yard 
and turntable. Stand 23 
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Stand 14 Intertoy 
Intertoy displayed part of the vast 
range of Hornby equipment. A three 


circuit layout was running. 


Stand 22 New South Wales Rail 
Transport Museum 
Photographs and publications of rail- 
way insterest were on sale, including 
their very popular 1979 calendar. 


Part of the Intertoy display. Stand 14 


Stand 28 Peter Moses - Blayney 

This 21 foot by 9 foot HO. layout 
showed an accurate model of Blayney 
Station and environs. Built by Peter 
Moses, Bob Donaghy and Peter Burden, 
this was a very fine effort. 


NSW Rail Transport Museum. Stand 22 


Stand 2 Trevor James 

Trevor displayed a_ three circuit 
Gauge 1 L.G.B. layout, which proved 
very popular. 


The rail motor leaves Blayney on Peter 
Moses! layout. Stand 28 


ee 


Stand 2 _L.G.B.. layout by Trevor James 
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Western 


By Neil D White 


I have been a member of A.M.R.A. for 
over 10 years now, but I have never 
contributed anything to the Journal. 

For my holidays this year, I trav- 
elled to Perth and latertothe Pilbara 
region of WA. This is the area where 
four private ironore carrying railways 
are to be found. I have enclosed some 
photographs of Goldsworthy Mining, Mt 
Newman Mining and Hammersley Iron Loco- 
motives in operation. 

Goldsworthy Mining operate an180 km 
standard gauge line between the mines 
at Shay Gap and Goldsworthy to the port 
at Finucane Island. Train running 
speed is 30 mph between Goldsworthy and 
Finucane Island, and 35 mph _ between 


The mining railways 
Australia 


of 


Goldsworthy and Shay Gap. Usually 
trains with loads of 4065 tonne are 
hauled by a_ single 1950 HP English- 
Electric locomotive. The ore hoppers 
have a capacity of 73 tonnes. 

Mt Newman Mining Co Pty Ltd oper- 
ates a 426 kmheavy duty standard gauge 
railroad, linking Mt Newman and Port 
Hedland. The line was officially 
opened in January 1969, after a record 
breaking construction effort. The 
railway carries a greater tonnage than 
the entire Westrail system. The op- 
timum length of each train has been set 
at 138 hoppers drawn by three mainline 
2680 kW Alco-Goodwin diesel-electric 
locomotives. The total train weighs 


Goldsworthy Mining Ltd's 
bridge, 80 km from Finucane Island 


English Electric 


Loco No 6 crosses the De Grey River 


Photo by Neil D White, July 1978 
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“\ Mt Newman Mining Co Pty Ltd's 3600 hp Goodwin-Alco No 5459 with two sister units 
at the head of a Mt Newman loaded ore train, consisting of 138 hoppers, each 


carrying 100 tonnes of payload. 
Photo by Neil D White, July 1978 


Hammersley Iron Pty Ltd's locos Nos 3008, 2005 and 4053, head a loaded ore train 
from Paraburdoo to Mt Tom Price. Because of the continuous adverse grade in 
this section, two and sometimes three additional pusher locos are required 


Photo by Neil D White, July 1978 
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Principal! Specifications (Supplies! by v 2) 
Tore west /Bton 17 ew. 
Lengths Overa// 54H 43 i058 


Height above rai//eve/ /o tt 73 /AS 
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approximately 17 500 tonnes, of which 
13 400 tonnes is payload. Trains make 
the journey from the port to the mine 
and back in 20 hours, the outward 
journey taking approximately 9 hours. 
Loaded trains have the right of way. 
Hammersley Iron Pty Ltd owns and 
Operates a 386 km_ standard gauge line 
from Paraburdoo through Mt Tom Ptice 
to Dampier. The Hammersley railway 


The Katt family layout 


By Eric G Watson 


It all started years agowhen Whiskas 
Katt appeared on the scene. The most 
notable event of this era was 'The Case 
of the Mysterious Derailments'. Des- 
pite many wasted hours of research I 
could not figure out why some of my 
trains were derailing. Then one a.m. 
out of the corner of my eye I saw a 
flash of white - up on the’ baseboard. 
A swipe with a powerful front paw, and 
out the door while my back was turned, 

Very comical! Actually it took 10 
years, despite intensive searching, to 
find her hiding place in the house. 
Except I saw it myself, and called 
others to witness the spectacle, I 
would never have believed that a great 
fat hulk like her could squeeze through 
a 2%" gap to curl up, no doubt triumph- 
ant, and have a snooze!! The only 


place I never looked - she could not 
be in there! 

Then Tibbs Katt appeared on the 
scene. A pest, a nuisance (see also 


Rogets Thesaurus for full description) 
and the oldest juvenile delinquent in 
Kattdom. The most notable event of 
the erawas the night the Katt pair did 
their infamous Crapeze act on my wiring. 
It was easier to rewire than to repair. 
Very comical indeed! 

With the passing years Whiskas Katt 
passed on, and happy happy day - I 
realised that Tibbs Katt was turning 
into a sedate matron. But why oh why 
did it take so long? 
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logs more gross tonnage thaneither the 
Victorian or NSW State systems. The 
track is mainly constructed with 68 kG 
per metre rail. Trains generally con- 
sist of three diesel-electric locomo- 
tives hauling 184 ore cars. Track 
speeds are currently 65 kph for loaded 
trains and 70 kph for empties. 


KKKKKKKKEKKEKKEKKKKKE 


Katt free model railway at last, no 
more flushing Katts out, or worrying 
about shutting my door or cupboards. 
What joy! What bliss! Then Hextomm 
Katt appeared on the scene (Mac for 
short). A very quiet Katt was Mac, so 
much so that I soon realised the poor 
little fellow was ill. A trip to the 
vet's, a checkover and an injection. 

Back home I settled the poor little 
fellow down comfortably. Mac snoozed 
on, and I wired on. A little while 
later I found trees, scenery and roll- 
ing stock overboard. Hextomm Katt had 
come good ina hurry and discovered his 
lifetime hobby - making sure all my 
stuff was fixed down, and tipping any- 
thing that was not fixed off the lay- 
out and kicking it all over the house. 

Back to the old grind of flushing 
Katts out and making sure that the door 
and cupboards were locked at all times. 
Next morning, while having breakfast, 
I heard some almost forgotten noises. 
Investigating, I found the new Katt 
pair sitting outside my hobby room door 
yelling out 'Let us in Boss, we want 
to play with our trains’. 

Sadly I wondered if I had been build- 
ing a layout for myself, or the Katt 
Family Layout. I am not too sure of 
the first bit, but there is no doubt 
who the Katt Family thinks it belongs 
LO; 

And if you think Katts are dumb and 
cannot say things like that - itis not 
the Katts who are dumb mate! 


A.M.R.A. Journal No 132 


Page 175 


BRANCH NOTES 


VICTORIAN BRANCH NOTES 


os - 


Fram Malvern at “DW ! Me Ashbtn. 


Agenda for the next three months. 


January 

14 Running night on Club _ layout 
No formal meeting 

28 Running on the Club layouts from 
1.00 pm 

February 

8 Slide night arranged by S West- 
erman, R Brownbill and W Wilson 

11 Working bee on clubrooms 

25 Running on the Club layouts from 
1.00 pm 

March 

8 Setting up the Annual Exhibition 


at the Camberwell Civic Centre 


9-12 Annual Exhibition at the Camber- 
well Civic Centre 
Z5 Running on the Club layouts from 
1.00 pm 
On the last Sunday of each month 
there is a running day arranged for 


those members who wish to run a train 
on either the HO or N-) gauge layouts. 
The Clubrooms will be open from 1.00 
pm. 

Our last working bee was not good. 
Only three members turned up. Remem- 
ber, these are your clubrooms, you are 
the ones who will benefit from their 
upkeep. We will needa better response 
on 11 February. 


The Exhibition Committee also need 
volunteers to staff our exhibition in 
March. For more information contact 
Bob Edwards, telephone 232 6887. 

At our Christmas meeting, the follow- 
ing awards were made: 

Meritorious Award Presented by Eric 
Doherty to Bill Morehouse 
President's Award 

W Secker 

Bob Edwards Trophy 

P Eisenhut 

Malvue Trophy Awarded to P Jenkinson 
for his slide of a VRC class diesel 
The runner up was R Edwards Jr for a 
prince of a C class diesel 

H G Armstrong Trophy Awarded to Bob 
Dunn for his model of a VR X class 
steam locomotive 


Presented to 


Presented to 


M Ebinger 
Branch Reporter 


General meetings are held on the 
second Thursday each month, commencing 
at 8 p.m. at the Clubrooms, 92 Wills 
Street, Glen Iris. The Clubrooms are 
open from 7.30 p.m. onthese nights for 
operation of your HO or N gauge trains 
on the club layout. Working bees with 
operation on the club layouts are held 
on Wednesday nights with the exception 
of the Wednesday night before the gen- 
eral meeting. 

Special operating days are held on 
the 4th Sunday each month, commencing 
at. 1..p.m.,°-NOT the Ist Sunday. adver- 
tised in the last Journal. 

The agenda for the next three months 
is as follows: 


MARCH 

8th Setting up Exhibition at Cam- 
berwell - no meeting 

9th-12th Annual Exhibition at Camber- 


well Civic Centre 
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25th Operation on club layouts 

APRIL 

12th General meeting - film night 
arranged by D Morrison 

22nd Operation on club layouts 
from 1 pm 

MAY 

10th General Meeting ~ Annual 
Auction. C.O.M. nominations 
close 9 pm 
Competition - Photograph of 
Signal Box 

£3tn Working bee - general clean 
up of clubrooms from 10 a.m. 

27th Operation on club layouts 


from 1 pm 


John J Harry 
Hon Secretary 


WA BRANCH NOTES 
SO 


KG; 
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With sincere apologies, the following 
are the Western Australian Branch Notes 
which should have appeared in Journal 
130. -. Jul/Aug 1978. 


The Branch meets at Meltham Station 
on the first Monday of each month at 
8.00 p.m., and at other times as indi- 
cated on your program in the 'Branch 
Line'. Visitors and prospective men- 
bers of A.M.R.A. are always welcome at 
any of our meetings. For further in- 
formation, contact the Secretary, Mr. 
Craig Hartmann, PO Box 60, Maylands. 

The program for October to January 
is as follows: 


Mon. = 2:0ct Exhibition briefing 
PAG oF VOCE) ee 
Bie Bo OGb) A.M.R.A. Exhibition at 


Mow OOct) Subiaco City Centre 
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Wed 11 Oct Straighten up clubrooms 
Mon 16 Oct Exhibition post mortem 
Sat. 2h Vet General club activities 
Wed 25 Oct General club activities 
Mon 30 Oct General club activities 
Mon 6 Nov Signalling Aussie style 
Sat: >t) Nov General club activities 
Wed 15 Nov Films and slides by Ted 
Thoday 
Mon 20 Nov General club activities 
Sat 25 Nov General club activities 
Wed 29 Nov General club activities 
Mon 4 Dec Auction 
Sat 9 Dec Christmas barbecue 
Wed 13 Dec Slide night, by Simon 
Mead and Peter Grout 

Mon 18 Dec General club activities 
Sat 23 Dec General club activities 
Sat 6 Jan) 
Wed 10 Jan) 
iy ee a To be advised 
Wed 24 Jan) 

Mon 29 Jan) 


To all WA members, you can bea part 
of these activities simply by attending 
any one of the six meetings per month 
indicated on the program in the 'Branch 
Line' - come along and join in. 


Graham Watson 
Branch Reporter 


The Branch meets at Meltham Station 
on the first Monday of each month at 
8 pm, and at other times as indicated 
On your program in the 'Branch Line!'. 
Visitors and prospective members of 
A.M.R.A. are always welcome at any of 
Our meetings. For further information 
contact the Secretary, Mr Craig Hartmann 
PO Box 60, Maylands. 

The Exhibition is over, and was a 
great success. A great deal of pub- 
licity was received, and many favourable 
comments were passed by the general 
public who attended. 

The attendance for the three days 
was 5168, an increase of approximately 
500 over last year. 

The most popular layout, as judged 
by the public, was the Freemantle Model 
Railway Society's N gauge layout, with 
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the N gauge layout exhibited by Mr R 
Williams being the runner up. 

Due to the inadequate response, the 
proposed Country Members meeting could 
not be held. But to all of our country 
members, you canbe sure of a warm wel- 
come if you can attend any of the reg- 
ular meetings. 

Any member, oldornew, who does not 
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have a 'Members Name Badge' can now pick 
one up from the Clubrooms at any meet- 
ing. Just ask any Committee man, and 
for 35¢ a plastic holder can be purch- 
ased for it from the 'Sales Cupboard'- 


see Jack Eagles. 


Graham Watson 
Branch Reporter 


FEKEKKKEKEEKKKKKRKEKREREERERRREKRRERERE 


A view from the dining room of part of the NSW Branch Exhibition 1978 


Photo. by Jack. Parker 
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COMPETITIONS 
ARE WE JUDGING THEM CORRECTLY 


By P J Betts 


Introduction 

In the Sydney area today there are 
at least two model railway exhibitions 
where awards are made for the best 
layout; namely the Chatswood exhibit- 
ion and AMRA's exhibition at the Show- 
ground. Modelling competitions are 
Organised by the North Shore Railway 
Modellers Association and the Federal 
body of AMRA; the latter being virt- 
ually a Sydney competition at present. 
Also, the Canberra Model Railway Club 
combines its modelling competition and 
exhibition. These are competitions in 
which this author has been involved 
either as a competitor or a judge and 
in recent years, many of the results in 
some categories of these competitions 
have been accompanied by controversy 
and bitterness. The question to be 
posed, therefore, is ‘are we judging 
them correctly?'. 

The judge's decision, of course, in 
any contest, must be final, but let us 
not forget that the main reason for 
modelling competitions is to promote 
improved standards of modelling. A 
judge's decision should therefore not 
be without question. By this I mean 
that competitions that are not accon- 
panied by judges' comments and construc- 
tive criticism are near worthless to the 
competitors themselves. 


Who Should Judge 


The easiest way to judge a contest 
is by public vote. This may produce 
interesting results, but in practically 
all cases, the most attractive and not 
necessarily the highest quality item 
will win. ‘This is not necessarily a 
bad thing, but any contest that is to 
be worthwhile to the contestants must 
be judged by experts. A judge must be 
someone who has gained a_ considerable 


reputationasa modeller himself in the 
field of modelling that he is judging, 
and above all he must be someone whose 
eyes are still good. If no such per- 
son can be found, then one might just 
as well revert to a public vote. 


How to Judge 


There have been several formulae 
published for competition judging, the 
most well known being that suggested by 
the American Association NMRA. This 
author published ‘a formulainthis mag- 
aZine some time ago for the judging of 
layouts (Journal 119, p59). My present 
thought on formulae, however, is that 
they should all be torn up and thrown 
to the wind. I have now come to the 
conclusion, and there are many eminent 
modellers who agree with me, that mod- 
elling competitions should be judged 
subjectively. If one cannot decide 
by subjective means which is the best 
out of two or more items, then, and only 
then, should a formula be reverted to. 


When subjectively judging an indiv- 
idual model item, as opposed to a lay- 
out, the following points should be 
borne in mind: 

Constructional skill and fineness 
Quantity and quality of detail 
Difficulty of construction 
External finish 

Likeness to the prototype 
There should be no prejudice to a 
freelance model, or one with which the 
judge isnot familiar, since assessment 
can be made on how typical it is to 
Similar designs, or how well balanced 
it is from an engineering point of view. 

Amodel that is badly finished should 
never be placed higher than a well fin- 
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ished model, no matter how well construc- 
ted the former. Similarly, a model 
that has a large quantity of badly con- 
structed or badly positioned detail 
should never be placed higher than a 
similar one with a lower amount of well 
constructed detail. 

Difficulty of construction, or the 
modelling of a large or complicated 
prototype, should only be considered 
as significant if there is very little 
to choose between models in all other 
respects. 

With the above thoughts. in mind, it 
would be near impossible to expound 
anything, but an extremely complicated 
judging formula. From this author's 
experience, complicated formulae so bog 
down the judge that at the end of it, 
his decisions may be quite bewildering 
both to himself and the contestants. 


How Many Judges 
In many ways the ideal number of 


judges is one, providing he is compet- 
ant and unbiassed. A single judge can 
carry out his task much quicker than a 
committee, and above all, it is easy 
for him to make written comments and 
constructive criticisms to back up his 
decisions. 

Where more than one judge is appoint- 
ed, it is necessary for them to award 
marks so that an average can be taken. 
This is where the difficulty begins. 
It is suggested that the best way of 
doing this, is for each judge to de- 
cide on the best item and award it a 
nominal mark, say 100, and then to award 
lesser marks to all other entries. It 
is far easier to make relative assess- 
ments like this than to work to some 
absolute standard of perfection which 
cannot really be conceived in the mind. 

As a sort of compromise to the above 
ideas, it is suggested that the best 
way of judging is to appoint one judge 
and a panel of advisors. Let the ad- 
visors speak onpoints of fact, but not 
try to influence the judge as to which 
is best, and then let the judge make 
the decisions and write the comments. 


Page 179 


There should be separate categories 
in modelling competitions for scratch 
built, kit built and kit bashed (pro- 
prietary modification) items, the last 
two being combined if there are not 
sufficient entries in each. Also, 
there should be separate categories 
for items made to different scales. 


Categories 
There should be separate categories 


in modelling competitions for scratch 
built, kit “biilt and kit bashed (pro- 
prietary modification) items, the last 
two being combined if there are not 
sufficient entries in each. Also, 


there should be separate categories . 


for items made to different scales. 
There is real difficulty here, for 
rarely inthis country are there enough 
entries outside HO/OO to justify separ- 
ate categories, and when items made to 
different scales are combined, the 
larger ones always appear to win. 
There should be no advantage in working 
to larger scales, and if there is, it 
is purely a result of bad judging. 


Conclusions 

Again it is emphasised that judges' 
comments are a necessary part of comn- 
petitions. It is not essential to 
comment critically on the winner, but 
the runners up- should always be told 
how they could have done better. Lf 
the judge is not competent to say why 
he came to his decisions, he should 
not undertake to be a judge. 

Hopefully, this article will pro- 
voke thought and discussion among read- 
ers. Competitions are very important 
to the serious modeller who is wishing 
to improve his standards. For those 
who are not striving for perfection, it 


is still good for them to enter their 
models in competitions, since a cross 
section of different standards gives 


encouragement to beginners. 
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New Interurban Carriages Win Acclaim 


The new train at Gosford. TRANSPORT NEWS, NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1977 


The first four of 30 new luxury double-deck air- 
conditioned interurban carriages were handed over to * All cars fitted with heat and glare reducing 
the Chief Commissioner, Mr. Alan S. Reiher at a tinted windows. 
ceremony held at Katoomba Station on 28 October. * Improved toilets with special holding tanks 
; to reduce pollution. 
The presentation was made by Mr. David Pratten. sk public “addroes eee wicca ears 


Chairman of Commonwealth Engineering (NSW) Pty. 


Ltd., manufacturer of the carriages Carriage, providing communication petween 


driver/guard and guard/passengers. 


These newly styled air-conditioned Carriages 


incorporate many new features in their desi n : ; 
# it The new carriages also incorporate many re- 


including: finements which will be appreciated by staff, 7 
Bee such as: ee 
* Air-conditioning has been increased by 33 
per cent as compared to existing double- 
deck interurban carriages. Fans have been % Bigger driver's compartment, with ‘Bostrom’ 


installed to circulate fresh air in the unlikely 


a seats selected in conjunction with the AFULE 
event of an air-conditioning failure. 


; which provide far greater comfort for drivers. 
K Seating and general interior decor has been 


redesigned with special attention to fire retard- 
ant materials. ‘Beta’ lights fitted in all instruments. 

“= Carpeting through the carriages, extending up Improved cab heating — 200W footwarmer 
the walls to window level. Floor mats are and 500W cab heater. : 
fitted in doorways. Side blinds fitted to the driver’s and guard’s 

*K Coat hooks provided in each saloon. ~ compartments. 


Windscreen washers. 


% HX 
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NEW ZEALAND — 1980 


By Jack Treseder 


After attending the Model Railway 
Convention in Auckland with my family 
last Easter, and touring the North Is- 
land before and the South Island after 
the Convention, Iaminspired to return 
to New Zealand to attend the Model Rail- 
way Convention in Christchurch during 
Easter 1980. 

Having decided to attend the 1980 
Convention, it would be the time to take 
holidays and to tour the South Island 
before the Convention, and the North 
Island after the Convention. The air 
fare to New Zealand is a large part of 
the cost of a New Zealand holiday, but 
this cost is greatly reduced if flights 
are firm and the visit is of at least 
seven days. 

In anticipation that other members 
of AMRA would be attending the Conven- 
tion, I have organised a South Island 
tour holiday before the Convention, and 
a North Island tour holiday after the 
Convention. The tour holidays are 
costed ona coach of 36 with twin share 
accommodation, all dinners and break- 
fasts being included. 

The South Island tour visits Dunedin, 
Invercargill, Milford Sound, Queenstown, 
Fox Glacier and Greymouth, with time 
to shop inChristchurch before the Con- 


vention. The Convention takes place 
from Friday 4th to Monday 7th April, 
inclusive. 


The North Island tour begins with 
time to shopinChristchurch before the 
Convention, and after the Convention 
visits Picton, Wellington, Napier, Rot- 
orua, Glenbrook Vintage Train, Auckland, 
Bay of Islands, New Plymouth, Wellington 
and the day train 'Silver Fern' to Auck- 
land. 

The holiday tours may be’ taken as: 
3 South Island and Convention 
2 Convention and North Island 
3 South Island, Convention and North 

Island 

The South Island holiday tour pro- 

posed departure from Australia is Sat. 
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22 March, and return from Christchurch 
on Tuesday 8 April (18 days) and the 
overall estimated cost is $900 each. 

The Convention and North Island hol- 
iday tour proposed departure from Aust- 
ralia is Tuesday lst April and return 
from Auckland on Sunday 20th April (19 
days) and the overall estimated cost 
is $1030 each. 

The South Island, Convention, and 
North Island holiday tour proposed de- 


parture from Australia is Saturday 
22nd March and return from Auckland 
Sunday 20th April (30 days) and the 


Overall estimated cost is $1480 each. 
All members interested, however 
Slightly, in attending the Model Rail- 
Way Convention in Christchurch, and a 
holiday tour, are urged tocontact Jack 
Treseder, 55 Creek Road, Mitcham, Vic, 
3132. (telephone 03 874 3953) stating 
the holiday tour of interest, so that 


he can send you the proposed itinerary. 
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New Cement Wagons 
in Service 


The first 10 of 100 new PRX cement wagons 
being built under a $4.4 million contract are now 
in service and proving very popular with our 
freight clients. 


The aluminium-bodied tank wagons are being 
built by Mittagong Engineering. Each has a tare 
of 17.2 tonnes, with carrying capacity of 58 ton- 
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More Tracks on 


Main Western Line 


- Multi-Million Dollar Project 


Work is well under way on the massive 
task of duplicating the existing two-track 
railway between Granville and Penrith. 


High priority is being given to this task which 
will bring major benefits to users of rail services 
in Sydney’s outer western region and the Blue 
Mountains, including a reduction in travelling 
times. 

Work on the project is proceeding in stages 
and this will enable the new tracks to be put into 
service progressively as they are completed. 


The four-track line will be all-electric. Work in- 
cludes elimination of level crossings, new ear- 
thworks and bridges, and major alterations to 
some stations and to signalling and electrical in- 
Stallations. Concrete sleepers are being used in 
part of the project for evaluation purposes. 


Faster Services 
The Australian Government Bureau of Tran- 
sport Economics’ Report of August 1973 indicates 


that train running times between Sydney and 
Penrith will be reduced by an average of 8 per 
cent when the line is completed. 


The additional lines will permit much greater 
flexibility in rail operations and allow the running 
of more frequent exnress services to and from the 
Outer western area and the Blue Mountains in 
peak periods. 


Two major sections are involved: Seven Hills- 
Penrith and Granville-Westmead. 


Stages One to Three cover 16 kilometres bet- 
ween Seven Hills and St. Marys and this work 
requires extensive planning and co-ordination. 
For example, 110 sewer and gas mains, Telecom 
and electrical lines and stormwater channels 
beneath the tracks have to be re-located or 
modified, with the least possible inconvenience to 
users of these services. 


STAGE ONE comprises the duplication of the 
existing two-track section between Rooty Hill and 
St. Marys, and the two new lines were completed 
and put into service early in June. The existing 
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two lines are now being upgraded as part of our 
$200 million track improvement programme. This 
work will be completed by the end of November, 
when all four tracks will be put into service. 


Another important aspect of Stage One is anew 
concrete bridge over Rope’s Creek which will 
replace an old steel truss structure. 


STAGE TWO is the section from Seven Hills to 
Blacktown and here, too, work is well advanced. 
The new tracks from Seven Hills to the Sydney 
side of Blacktown should be completed by next 
September, and the entire stage is scneduled for 
completion by February 1979. 


This stage involves extensive earthworks bet- 
ween Seven Hills and Blacktown, with major 
alterations to the yard and station at Blacktown. 
These include a new ‘Down’ main platform, 
demolition of the existing parcels office and the 
building of a new one between the Main Western 
and Richmond Lines adjacent to the existing car 
park. 


STAGE THREE of the project is the Blacktown- 
Rooty Hill segment and this work is well ad- 
vanced. Scheduled completion date for this stage 
is January 1980. 


The major work on this segment is the recon- 
struction of the existing viaduct over Eastern 
Creek. This work began in May 1977. The spans 
carrying the two outer tracks are due to be com- 
pleted next August. Extensive work is also being 
carried out at Doonside, including elimination of a 
level crossing. 


STAGE FOUR of the project, Granville- 
Westmead — will be started at the beginning of 
the 1979/1980 financial year. Remodelling of 
Parramatta and Harris Park Stations will be in- 
cluded in this work. 

Some work has also been carried out between 
St. Marys and Penrith which will form the final 
phase of this massive project. 

This work, representing some earthworks and 
similar basic tasks, was undertaken using the 
heavy specialised equipment hired for use on 
other stages of the work and represents some i) 
per cent of the total earthworks construction on 
this stage. 

Planned expenditure on the Granville-Penrith 
quadruplication project up to the end of the 
current financial year is $8.3 million. 
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The Australian Government, under its aid 
scheme for urban transport, the Urban Public 
Transport Improvement Programme, is financing 
approximately two-thirds of this cost, the remain- 


der being met by the New South Wales Govern- 
ment. 


TRANSPORT NEWS, MAY/JUNE 1978 


A work-train on one of the new bridges. 
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Concrete sleepers stockpiled trackside in readiness for 
installation in new track for evaluation purposes. 
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nes. 
The new wagons are the first of their type and 
incorporate special design features which result 
in quicker and cleaner loading and unloading, 
eliminating pollution of the environment. 


Quick discharge 


Each wagon can discharge its 58 tonne load, 
either into under-rail bins in 5 minutes, or into 
above-ground hoppers by _ pressure-discharge 
using the appropriate ancillary equipment. 


These new PRX wagons are another example of 
specialised wagons being built by the Com- 
mission for a specific traffi- 
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Jubilee train stops - 


NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy or reliability of articles or ad- 
vertising contained herein, statements made or 
opinions expressed in papers or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the views 
expressed by the contributors. 


Neither is any.guarantee implied or expressed 
as to good conduct or practice of advertisers 
contained herein. This publication reserves at 
all times the right to refuse acceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for publica- 
tion. 
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but starts again as Travelling Art Gallery ~ 


The Royal Silver Jubilee Exhibition Train 
returned to Sydney on 13 March after a 4-month 
absence during which it travelled about 
11 500 km. 


_ The NSW Government invited Pensioners to a 
special free viewing of the exhibits in the train at 
Sydney Station on 14 and 15 March. 


This was the last opportunity for anyone to see 
the $100 million display. The carriages, after their 
return to Carriage Works Eveleigh, were stripped 
of their priceless exhibits, before being refitted 
Out as a travelling art gallery. 


The Queen’s Librarian at Windsor Castle was in 
Sydney to supervise their removal and packing 
Prior to arranging their return to England. 

During its extensive journey since leaving Syd- 
ney late last year, the train visited NSW.Victorian, 
South Australian and Western Australian centres, 
in addition to travelling to South Brisbane. 

More than 300 000 had visited the train, all of 
whom would have been impressed with the work- 
manship displayed by staff at Carriage 
Workshops, Eveleigh who prepared the exterior 
and interior of the four-car Exhibition Train. 


Travelling art gallery 


The Premier of NSW, Mr Neville Wran_ an- 
nounced recently that the train will be converted 
into a travelling art gallery. He said it would be 


wear Caused by driving in heavy traffic on Syd- 
ney’s hills. 


The idea was part of the Government's 


programme to give country people the chance to 
benefit from cultural activities. 

The travelling art gallery will follow the pattern 
set by the Australian Museum train. (See article 
On page 11). 


The Royal Silver Jubilee Exhibition Train on its return 


to Sydney. 
SEE IR ee la DRE NS et NS EAE NCE EF RT 
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